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Amrita Pritam’s “Ajj Aakhan Waris Shah Nu” was a
cry of despair in one of the darkest periods of
sub-continental history, the Partition. Today we pass
through a battle of citizenship that carries the echoes
of that time. But as 1 see protests against
CAA/NRC/NPR spring up across the nation, with
women both young and old leading this rewriting of
what it means to be a citizen, I am inclined to think
that a page has finally turned.

Text excerpted from Amrita Pritam’s "Aaj Aakhan Waris
Shah Nu” / llustrated by Vidyun Sabhaney



Ajj Aakhan Waris Shah Nuu,
Kiton Qabraan Wichon Bol,
Tey Ajj Kitaab-e-Ishq Daa,

Koi Agla Warka Phol

Today, | call Waris Shah,
“Speak from inside your grave”
And turn, today,
the book of love’s next page.
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\
Ikk Royi Sii Dhi Punjab Di, \ S/
Tu Likh Likh Maarey Wain, “ N

Ajj Lakhaan Dhiyan Rondiyan, '

Tenu Waris Shah Nuu Kain y

Once, a daughter of Punjab cried,
you wrote a wailing saga

Today, a million daughters,

cry to you, Waris Shah.




Uthh Dard-Mandaan Diya Dardiya,
Utth Tak Apna Punjab

Ajj Bailey Lashaan Bichiyaan

Tey Lahoo Di Bhari Chenab

Rise! O’ narrator of the grieving
rise and look at your Punjab

Today, fields are lined with corpses,
and blood fills the Chenab.




Kisey Ne Panjaan Paaniyan Wich
Diti Zahar Rala,

Tey Unhan Paniyaan Dharat Nuu
Dita Paani Laa

Someone has mixed poison
in the five rivers’ flow

Their deadly water is, now,
irrigating our lands galore




Iss Zarkhaiz Zameen Dey
Loon Loon Phuttiya Zahar
Gitth Gitth Charhiyaan Laaliyan
Fuut Fuut Charrhiya Kaher

VAR

This fertile land is sprouting,
venom from every pore
The sky is turning red
from endless cries of gore




Vilove Qubraas. Wichoo Bol.
Tey Ajj Kilaab——Jthg Daa
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A Palestinian Might Say

BY NAOMI SHIHAB NYE

What?

You don't feel at home in your country,
almost overnight?

All the simple things

you cared about,

maybe took for granted...

you feel

insulted, invisible?

Almost as if you're not there?

But you're there.

Where before you mingled freely...
appreciated people who weren’t

just like you...

divisions grow stronger.

That’s what “chosen” and “unchosen” will do.
(Just keep your eyes on your houses and gardens.
Keep your eyes on that tree in bloom.)
Yes, a wall. Ours came later but...

who talks about how sad the land looks,
marked by a massive wall?

That’s not a normal shadow.

It's something else looming over your lives.
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“The value of a man was reduced to his
immediate identity and nearest possibility.
To a vote. To a number. To a thing. Never
was a man treated as a mind. As a
glorious thing made up of star dust. In
every field, in studies, in streets, in politics,
andin dying and living.”

Rohith Viemula

Comic by Lokesh Khodke
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S UoUEER PEOPLE ARE  EITHER DISOWNED
BY THEIR FAMILY OR FORCED 710 (EAVE
HOMES, HOW WOULDp THEY ACQUIRE THE

DOCUMENTS  THAT ARE NECESSARY TO

PRO Y .
VE  CHIZENSHIP ~ Kituparna Borah




